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Regime in all its terror, and that by having favored the
Bourbons the Czar had fallen into a trap. Angered by so
much deception and taken in by these sly insinuations,
Alexander ended up in a complete fog about the policies
of Louis and Talleyrand and about the true situation
in France. As we shall see, in 1814 it was less imperative to
make a new and better constitution than the ones before,
than to put one into execution, even if it was mediocre.
Between 1789 and 1795, three excellent constitutions had
recognized the right of opposition, but not one of them
had ever been acted upon. The great question was whether
the Restoration intended to repeat the frightful recanta-
tions of the Revolution, and also whether it intended to
make a solemn promise regarding the right of opposition
and then fall into another 18 Brumaire which would abro-
gate this right. If, after a few half-hearted attempts to put
it into execution, the Charter had been replaced by a
despotism modeled on the Constitution of the Year 'VIII,
France would never have recovered from its great panic,
all Europe would have remained in the same state of panic,
no stable balance of power would have been obtained, and
the great wars of 1812,1813,, and 1814 would have achieved
a universal destruction. Would Louis XVIII have the
courage to apply his constitution to the limit? That was
what Alexander should have been anxious about, and riot
the degreie of liberalism contained in the text.
His infatuation with liberalism was the cause of another
project which was to bring about a great deal of commo-
tion in the Congress. In May the Allies were already aware,
as Gentz tells us, that Alexander was proposing to trans-
form the Duchy of Warsaw into a separate kingdom, and
they were extremely anxious. But Alexander wanted even
more: to endow the new kingdom with a liberal constitu-
tion. This plan, which has been considered a hoax by most
Historians, appears to have been justified by more serious
reasons. Although contradictory, Napoleon's policy toward
Poland had awakened a latent nationalism, raised 11 sorts